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SUBJECT: TUNISIAN DIPLOMACY RE WESTERN SAHARA 

REF: TUNIS 0654 

1 . GOT MINISTER OF INTERIOR TAHAR BELKHODJA, WHO WENT TO 
ALGIERS FOR DISCUSSION WITH BOUMEDIENE JANUARY 30-3 1 . 

RETURNED TO TUNIS FEBRUARY 3 FROM SIMILAR MISSION IN RABAT. 
BELKHODJA TOLD PRESS AT AIRPORT ON HIS ARRIVAL THAT 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S "SERIOUS AND REALISTIC" RECOMMENDATIONS 
HAD ACHIEVED TWO CONCRETE RESULTS: (A) ENDING A SITUATION 
THAT COULD HAVE DEGENERATED MORE AND BECOME VERY DANGEROUS 
FOR ENTIRE REGION AND (B) ENCOURAGING REFLECTION ON A 
POLITICAL SOLUTION RESPECTING THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF 

EACH PARTY. BELKHODJA WENT DIRECTLY FROM AIRPORT TO 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE FOR CONFERENCE WITH BOURGUIBA, 

PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA, AND ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER MONGI 
KOOLI. THERE WAS NO USEFUL STATEMENT AFTER THE MEETING. 
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2. COMMENT: OBSERVERS IN TUNIS, CLAIMING EQUALLY GOOD 
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ACCESS TO THE TRUTH, ARE CIRCULATING CONFLICTING STORIES 
ON BELKHODJA'S MISSIONS. ONE VERSION HAS IT THAT 
BOUMEDIENE WAS ADAMANT AND THAT BELKHODJA GOT NOTHING IN 
ALGIERS EXCEPT INSULTS THAT GOT SHOULD PRETEND TO MEDIATE 
WHILE OPENLY SIDING WITH MOROCCO. OTHERS SAY BOUMEDIENE 
SOFTENED SOMEWHAT TOWARD TUNISIA. IN RABAT BELKHODJA 
IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROSTILY, KING HASSAN 
COMPLAINING THAT TUNISIAN RAN TO PAY COURT TO BOUMEDIENE 
AS SOON AS THEY SAW HE WAS CROSS AT THEM. IN ANY EVENT, 

WHILE BELKHODJA’S MISSIONS ARE DESCRIBED HERE IN TERMS OF 
BOURGUIBA AS PEACEMAKER, TUNISIA CAN HAVE HAD LITTLE 
INFLUENCE ON COURSE OF ALGERIAN/MOROCCAN HOSTILITIES. 
BELKHODJA'S REAL OBJECT MUST HAVE BEEN TO EXPLORE MEANS 
FOR MITIGATING ALGERIAN HOSTILITY TOWARD TUNISIA ITSELF. 

IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHAT SUCCESS HE HAS HAD. 

SEELYE 
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